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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, April 13, 2015 at 5:30pm in 

the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; Bobby 

Roberson, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilman; William Pitt, Councilman; Richard Brooks, 

Councilman; Larry Beeman, Councilman; Brian M. Alligood, City Manager; Cynthia S. Bennett, City 

Clerk and Franz Holscher, City Attorney.  

    

 Also present were:  Matt Rauschenbach, Administrative Services Director/C.F.O.;  Robbie Rose, 

Fire Chief; Allen Lewis, Public Works Director; Gloria Moore, Library Director; Susan Hodges, Human 

Resources Director; Kristi Roberson, Parks and Recreation Manager; Keith Hardt, Electric Utilities 

Director; John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director; David Carraway, Network 

Administrator and Mike Voss, Washington Daily News. 

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilman Pitt delivered the invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council approved the 

minutes of March 23, 2015 as presented. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

 Move from Old Business Item B: Approve – USDA Agreement For Goose Management 

(discuss after approval of Consent Agenda) 
 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.  

 

PRESENTATION: CYNTHIA BENNETT – MASTER MUNICIPAL CLERK DESIGNATION 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council approved the 

consent agenda as presented.   

 

A. Approve – Declare Surplus/Authorize – Electronic Auction of Vehicle through Gov Deals 

Vehicle #  Make/Model  Department  Serial #  Meter Reading 

613   2005 Chevrolet Electric 1GCEC19V25Z227503    135,752 
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B. Approve – Audit Contract for fiscal year 2014-2015 
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C. Authorize – City Manager to enter into an agreement with Compensation Claims Solutions 
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D. Adopt – Resolution directing City Clerk to investigate a petition for a contiguous annexation 

request from Granville Lilly 

 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK TO INVESTIGATE A PETITION RECEIVED 

UNDER G.S. 160A-31 

WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of an area described in said petition was received on 

February 16, 2015 by the Washington City Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-31 provides that the sufficiency of the petition shall be investigated by the City 

Clerk before further annexation proceedings may take place; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington deems it advisable to proceed in response to 

this request for annexation; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Washington that: 

 

The City Clerk is hereby directed to investigate the sufficiency of the above described petition and to 

certify as soon as possible to the City Council the result of her investigation. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 
 

Moved from Old Business Item B:  APPROVE – USDA AGREEMENT FOR GOOSE   

 MANAGEMENT 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood provided a summary of the background and findings leading up to 

the request.  There are a large number of geese in and around the Jack’s Creek area including Veterans’ 

Park and Havens Garden.  The amount of fecal matter left by the geese is creating a public health risk 

and the geese are also causing property damage to grass and erosion of pond/drainage ditch banks.  For 

the past year the City has been employing harassment efforts to minimize the number of geese in the 

area.  This has been done by using a trained dog to run the geese.  No feeding signs have been installed, 

egg oiling will occur and additional environmental methods such as planting of specific vegetation along 

the banks to deter the geese is being investigated.  The City has worked with the USDA to develop these 

integrated management solutions and has received a depredation permit from the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) to lethally take up to 50 geese as part of the overall efforts to reinforce and 

improve harassment efforts.  The USDA will conduct the lethal take operations under the attached 

Cooperative Service Agreement in an amount not to exceed $3,282.00.  Funds exist in the current 

budget for this action.  Ms. Emily Gaydos, District Supervisor for USDA APHIS WS, is here tonight to 

answer any technical questions the Council may have. 

 

 Ms. Gaydos explained that relocation of the geese is not an option in North Carolina.  Mr. 

Alligood explained that the domesticated geese act as decoys and draw in the Canada geese.  Carolina 

Waterfowl Conservation Group has been in communication with Mr. Alligood and they have expressed 

interest in removing and relocating the domesticated white geese.  Mr. Alligood referred again to the 

integrated management plan offered by USDA.  Discussion continued regarding the possible alternatives 

to managing the geese population as well as the problems caused by the geese at Jack’s Creek.  

 

 Mayor Hodges accepted comments from the public regarding this item.  It was noted that 

comments would need to be placed on hold at 6:00pm in order to conduct the scheduled public hearings.  

Discussion continued after the public hearings and subsequently a motion was made by City Council 

regarding the USDA agreement. 

 

  The following individuals signed up to speak and all spoke in opposition to the proposed USDA 

Agreement for Goose Management:  

 David Gossett  Derik Davis  Michael Hall  James Hardison 

 Kay Evans  Ray Midgett  Richard Young Karen Kutchera  

 W.T. Roberson  C. Conoly Blake Attila Nemecz  Paulette Snow 

 MJ Carbo  Monica Ferrari Teisha Scannell Doug Wright 

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Pitt, Council voted not to adopt the 

USDA agreement, leave the goose population the way it is and continue to monitor (the geese) and 

pursue our current program (harassment). 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:   

 Susan Zachary  spoke about the greenway and Bug House Park.  She suggested making the Bug 

House Park a possible raised bed community garden. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING: 

ADOPT – RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER A ZONING CHANGE CONSISTING OF 3.47 

ACRES OF VACANT PROPERTY LOCATED ON WEST 15
TH

 STREET 

Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services 

Director provided background for the rezoning request.  A request has been made by Mr. D. Granville 

Lilley to rezone 3.47 acres of property located on West 15th Street adjacent to Washington Fire Station 

#2. The property is currently zoned RA-20 (Residential Agricultural) and the request is to rezone the 

property to B-2 (General Business). The Planning Board determined that the rezoning was consistent 
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with the Comprehensive Plan and any plans that the City may have for that area. The Planning Board 

voted unanimously to recommend to City Council to approve the rezoning. 

 
Granville Lilley explained he is trying to have the property “blend in” with adjacent properties.   

 

There being no further comments from the public, Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing.. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson inquired if the rezoning request is in compliance with the 

Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Rodman explained the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and 

no one spoke in opposition  to the request. 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council accepted the 

recommendation of the Planning Board and adopted the resolution to approve the rezoning of the 

property located on West 15
th

 Street, owned by Mr. Granville Lilley and containing 3.47 acres, from 

RA-20 (Residential Agricultural) to B-2 (General Business). 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON ADOPTING THE PLAN CONSISTENCY 

REVIEW STATEMENT FOR A PROPOSED ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 

WHEREAS, the City of Washington received a request to rezone property from RA-20 (Residential 

Agricultural) to B-2 (General Business) specifically identified as Beaufort County Parcel 

Identification Number 5676-27-5637 (See Attachment A); 

WHEREAS, effective January 1, 2006, North Carolina General Statute 160A-383 requires that 

“prior to adopting or rejecting any zoning amendment” each local governing board “shall adopt a 

statement describing whether its action is consistent with an adopted comprehensive plan and 

explaining why the board considers the action taken to be reasonable and in the public interest”; 

WHEREAS, this zoning request was duly advertised and was the subject of a public hearing by the 

Council of the City of Washington on April 13, 2015: 

WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Washington has considered the application to amend the 

Zoning Map, has reviewed the “Findings of Fact”, and finds that the amendment is warranted, in 

order to achieve the purposes of the Comprehensive Plan  and the CAMA Land Use Plan; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL THAT, 

the Plan Consistency Review Statement presented by the Planning Board be adopted and as a result, 

the adoption of the proposed rezoning of the subject parcel be approved. 

 

Adopted this 13
th

 day of April 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

ADOPT – RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER A ZONING CHANGE CONSISTING OF 6.00 

ACRES OF VACANT PROPERTY LOCATED ON WHISPERING PINES ROAD 

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services 

Director provided background for the rezoning request.  A request has been made by Rea Ventures 

Group, LLC to rezone 6.00 acres of property located on Whispering Pines Road and adjacent to New 
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Sunrise Apartments. The property is currently zoned B-3 (Shopping Center) and the request is to rezone 

the property to O&I (Office & Institutional). The Planning Board determined that the rezoning was 

consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and any plans that the City may have for that area. The 

Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend to City Council to approve the rezoning. 

 

Sean Brady, Rea Ventures Group spoke in favor of the rezoning request.  He is requesting to 

extend the O&I zoning classification to the remaining 6.00 acres of the property as part of the property 

is already zoned O&I. 

 

There being no further comments from the public, Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council accepted the 

recommendation of the Planning Board and adopted the resolution to approve the rezoning of the 

property located on Whispering Pines Road, requested by Rea Ventures Group and containing 6:00 

acres, from B-3 (Shopping Center) to O&I (Office & Institutional). 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON ADOPTING THE PLAN CONSISTENCY 

REVIEW STATEMENT FOR A PROPOSED ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 

WHEREAS, the City of Washington received a request to rezone property from B-3 (Shopping 

Center) to O&I (Office & Institutional) specifically identified as Beaufort County Parcel 

Identification Number 5676-45-3237 (See Attachment A); 

WHEREAS, effective January 1, 2006, North Carolina General Statute 160A-383 requires that 

“prior to adopting or rejecting any zoning amendment” each local governing board “shall adopt a 

statement describing whether its action is consistent with an adopted comprehensive plan and 

explaining why the board considers the action taken to be reasonable and in the public interest”; 

WHEREAS, this zoning request was duly advertised and was the subject of a public hearing by the 

Council of the City of Washington on April 13, 2015: 

WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Washington has considered the application to amend the 

Zoning Map, has reviewed the “Findings of Fact”, and finds that the amendment is warranted, in 

order to achieve the purposes of the Comprehensive Plan  and the CAMA Land Use Plan; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL THAT, 

the Plan Consistency Review Statement presented by the Planning Board be adopted and as a result, 

the adoption of the proposed rezoning of the subject parcel be approved. 

 

Adopted this 13
th

 day of April 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 
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PUBLIC HEARING – OTHER: 

ADOPT/AWARD – ORDINANCE TO CONDEMN AS UNSAFE THE STRUCTURE 

LOCATED AT 620 WASHINGTON STREET AND AWARD THE DEMOLITION 

CONTRACT 

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services 

Director provided background for the request.  The governing body of the City may adopt and enforce 

ordinances relating to residential buildings or structures that fail to meet minimum standards of 

maintenance, sanitation, and safety. The minimum standards address conditions that are dangerous and 

injurious to public health, safety and welfare and identify circumstances under which a public necessity 

exists for the repair, closing or demolition of such buildings or structures. If after a notice and hearing 

the Code Official determines that the property has not been properly maintained and failed to meet 

minimum standards an order is issued to require the owner to demolish and remove the building or 

structure.  Mr. Rodman explained that one of the heirs of the property (Ms. Ada Roberson) did attend all 

hearings and responded to the request from the City.  Ms. Roberson and the other heirs sent a letter to 

the City granting permission to demolish the house as they could not make the necessary repairs. 

 

PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

Complaint: 12/11/13, 12/2/14   Notice of Hearing: 12/16/13, 12/2/14 

Hearing: 12/30/13, 12/17/14    Order to Demolish: 12/29/14 

Time expired: 2/27/15    Notice of Council hearing: 4/2/15 

 

Bids Submitted: 

Tyler Williams $3,000 

Dudley Landscaping $3,600 

St. Clair Trucking, Inc. $4,000 

 

 If the structure is removed or demolished by the City, the City shall sell the usable materials 

of the building. The amounts incurred by the City in connection with the demolition shall be 

a lien against the real property upon which the cost was incurred. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson asked Stacy Drakeford if there were any other houses in this general 

vicinity that has been a problem with vagrants.  Mr. Drakeford  said no sir, not that we’ve received any 

complaints about.  

 

There were no comments from the public, Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council adopted the 

ordinance condemning the structure located at 620 Washington Street as unsafe and demolish and 

remove the structure and awarded the demolition contract to the lowest responsible bidder, Tyler 

Williams in the amount of three thousand dollars ($3,000). 

 

AN ORDINANCE FINDING THAT THE BUILDING DESCRIBED HEREIN IN THE CITY OF 

WASHINGTON IS CONDEMNED AS UNSAFE AND DIRECTING THAT IT BE 

DEMOLISHED 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington finds that the structure having an address of 

620 Washington Street, Washington, North Carolina and being owned by Ada M. Paige Roberson, John 

H. Paige Williams, Jr. (a/k/a John H. Paige), Vinester Paige Smith Williams Floyd (a/k/a Vonester 

Paige), Carrie B. Smith Moore (a/k/a Carrie B. Smith), Dorothy L. Smith Gibbs (a/k/a Dorothy L. 

Smith), James H. Smith, Zeno Paige (a/k/a Zeno Smith), Clarence E. Smith, Edward J. Smith, and 

William A. Smith, Jr.; the above referenced individuals' spouses, if any; and/or the unknown heirs, if 

any, of Zeno Paige (a/k/a Zeno Smith), Clarence E. Smith, Edward J. Smith, and William A. Smith, Jr. 

is condemned as, among other things, unsafe pursuant to North Carolina General Statute § 160A-426 

and that all applicable statutory provisions have been complied with as a condition of the adoption of 

this Ordinance. 

 

WHEREAS, the structure located on said property should be demolished and removed as directed by 

the Senior Building Official for, among other things, the reasons stated by the Senior Building Official 

in his December 29, 2014 Order to Remedy Defective Condition and Findings of Fact that was served 

on the property owner(s).  
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WHEREAS, the owner(s) of the structure have been given a reasonable opportunity to bring the 

structure into compliance with the applicable standards of the City Code as well as State statute in 

accordance with North Carolina General Statute § 160A-426 as well as pursuant to the Order issued by 

the Senior Building Official in said Notice of Decision. 

 

WHEREAS, said owner (s) have failed to comply with said Order. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington as follows. 

 

Section 1. The Senior Building Official is hereby authorized and directed to proceed to demolish and 

remove the above described structure located at 620 Washington Street in accordance with applicable 

provisions of the City Code and North Carolina General Statute § 160A-426 et seq. 

 

Section 2. The cost of the demolition and removal of the structure shall constitute a lien against the real 

property upon which the cost was incurred as provided in North Carolina General Statute § 160A-432. 

 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Beaufort County, 

North Carolina. 

 

This Ordinance shall become effective on this date of adoption April 13, 2015. 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

ACCEPT/AWARD – ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

AND ADOPT AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 40, SECTION 40-263, 

PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services 

Director provided background for the request. A request was made by Mr. David Smith, NC Building 

Code Council, to amend the 2012 NC Building Code by removing the plus one foot addition to the Base 

Flood Elevation regarding flood elevation design requirements. The Planning Board voted unanimously 

to recommend to City Council to amend the City's Zoning Ordinance to reflect the changes approved by 

the NC State Building Code Council.  This will not affect our CRS rating.  Mr. Rodman said our text 

currently reads “  plus one (1) foot or the design flood elevation, whichever is higher”  and the request is 

to remove that statement.  Councilman Mercer said the ordinance should be consistent the State building 

code and just remove the following language “plus one (1) foot”. 

 

 There being no comments from the public, Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing.  

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council accepted the 

recommendation of the Planning Board and adopted the Ordinance to amend Chapter 40, Article X, 

Flood Damage Prevention, Section 40-263,Provisions for flood hazard reduction, by removing the 

following text “plus one (1) foot”. 

 

An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 40, Zoning, Article X. Flood Damage Prevention 

Section 40-263 (b), of the Washington City Code 

WHEREAS, NCGS 160A-385 authorizes local governments to amend ordinances regulating land use 

within their jurisdiction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendment set out below is made in accordance with NCGS 160A-364; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendment set out below is intended to promote the public health, safety, and welfare 

by amending the City Code to amend the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance and to reflect new data 

for its use. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina:  

 

Section 1.  That Chapter 40. Article X, Section 40-263, Provisions for Flood Management, (b), be 

amended as follows: 

Sec. 40-263. Provisions for flood hazard reduction.  
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(b)   Specific Standards.  In all Special Flood Hazard Areas where Base Flood Elevation (BFE) 

data has been provided, as set forth in Section 40-261(b), or Section 40-262(c)(11) and (12), 

the following provisions are required: 

 

(1)  Residential Construction. New construction or substantial improvement of any 

residential structure (including manufactured homes) shall have the reference level, 

including basement, elevated no lower than the regulatory flood protection elevation 

plus one (1) foot or the design flood elevation, whichever is higher. 

 

(2)  Non-Residential Construction. New construction or substantial improvement of any 

commercial, industrial, or other non-residential structure shall have the reference 

level, including basement, elevated no lower than the regulatory flood protection 

elevation plus one (1) foot or the design flood elevation, whichever is higher. 

Section 2.   This Ordinance shall become effective April 14, 2015. 

Section 3.    All Ordinances or parts in conflict herein are repealed. 

 

Adopted this 13
th

 day of April, 2015. 

ATTEST:   

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: NONE 

  

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

MEMO – BUG HOUSE PARK TENNIS COURTS 

 Councilmembers asked if the courts are removed where will people play tennis and what will be 

done with the property, they also asked about possible solutions and alternate locations.  Mr. Alligood 

noted staff is seeking Council’s direction and revisited the possible partnership with Washington High 

School that was discussed last year.  At that time, Council was opposed to a partnership with 

Washington High School due to the limited availability of the courts.  Discussion was held regarding the 

wall that the kids used to hit tennis balls against.  Mr. Alligood reviewed the cost estimates for 

resurfacing the courts and noted the courts either need to be fixed or the area needs to be cleaned up and 

staff is seeking direction from Council. Several Councilmembers suggested repairing the current courts 

until an alternate location can be established while another suggested constructing new courts at the 

sports complex.  Mr. Alligood explained that currently tennis courts are on the Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan, but Council can recommend that they be pushed up to a higher level of importance in the 

plan. 

 

 By consensus, Council directed staff to seek out 1-2 additional evaluations of the current tennis 

courts at Bug House Park. This information should be forwarded to the Recreation Advisory Board for a 

recommendation to Council or the information can be submitted directly to Council.  At that time, 

Council can determine the next step, either resurface/overlay the current Bug House courts or determine 

an alternate location.  

 

Memo from  Kristi Roberson, Park & Recreation Manager 

Outer Banks Tennis Contractors LLC., has inspected the Bug House Tennis Courts.  It is the 

recommendation of the contractor, that future plans to enhance these tennis courts, is not recommended. 

 

RESURFACING; 

a) These courts are prone to periodic flooding.  Finances spent to resurface the courts would not 

repair the courts in a manner to KEEP them safe and playable.  $11,000.00* 

 

OVERLAY; 

a. An asphalt overlay is also not recommended being the existing surface and base has major 

structural cracking.  A new surface is only as good as what is under it.  $30,100.00* 

 

REMOVE; 
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a. It is in the City’s best interest to remove all existing fencing, lighting, and court surface, and 

place elsewhere.  $6,500.00* 

 

RELOCATE; 

a. It is in the City’s best interest to relocate the existing battery of two tennis courts to a higher 

elevation at Bug House Park, or another favorable location.  $58,000.00* (includes All Black 

vinyl Fencing) 

 

*denotes ballpark prices 

 

Outer Banks Tennis Contractors LLC., would be happy to assist the City, and provide a formal 

bid for any future projects. John J. McCann Jr. North Carolina General Contractors License 

#67990 

 

MEMO – KAYAK LAUNCH 
(memo accepted as presented) Kristi Roberson, Park & Recreation Manager 

The Washington Beaufort County Chamber of Commerce Foundation will be applying for funding 

through the Jonathan Havens Charitable Trust to add a kayak launch to the Havens Gardens Boat 

Launch area.  The City had previously applied for funding for a similar project through the Adopt a 

Trials grant program.  The City was awarded the grant, however funds were no longer made available 

through the program to complete the awarded projects.  The Chamber Foundation is working closely 

with the Parks and Recreation Department, as well as the same organizations that were present during 

the Adopt a Trail grant cycle. 

 

MEMO – BELL OF WASHINGTON DOCKAGE 
(memo accepted as presented) Rick Brass, Dock Master 

The Belle of Washington is once again requesting to continue their relationship with the City of 

Washington for docking at the Waterfront Docks.  They are not requesting any changes in the 

agreement.   

 

Communications about activities aboard the Belle continues to improve every year.  Tammy Swanner 

personally manages the notifications and the Waterfront Docks receives reminders from the Captain 

when cruises are scheduled.  This notification is very beneficial to city staff and event planners alike.   

 

Each year The Belle of Washington’s activities around the park are better managed than the year before, 

with fewer instances of conflicts with park policies. 

 

Pump outs at Dock “A” were scheduled and managed well with few, if any, conflicts or interruptions to 

daily operations of the Waterfront Docks or the Belle of Washington.   

 

The new docking agreement will cover the period of March 27, 2015 – March 26, 2016. 

 

MEMO – SEATOW OBX DOCKAGE 
(memo accepted as presented) Rick Brass, Dock Master 

SeaTow OBX (formerly SeaTow Pamlico), dba Inland Enterprises, LLC will again execute a Waterfront 

Docking agreement with the City of Washington. 

 

During the past year SeaTow OBX has been an invaluable resource to the Waterfront Docks Division, 

giving advice and assistance to the staff and boaters alike.  Dock Attendants have requested logs to be 

removed from the dock on an average of once per month via work order and other times while Larry 

Williams, Owner, was on site. 

 

In addition to the usual assistance SeaTow OBX also: 

1. Assisted with design on No Wake and location.  This year he will install the 2
nd

 of the two 

required No Wake Buoys. 

2. Installed the life jacket loaner stand which has been a big hit amongst the boaters.  An updated 

stand has been installed this year. 

3. Provides the Auto Radio Check system and improved our range and signal strength in 2014. 

 

The new docking agreement will be for the period of April 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016. 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES       APRIL 13, 2015 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                PAGE 

 

 

   

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:   

HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL - (report accepted as presented) 

 

Human Relations Council (HRC) report for the month of March  
Monday April 13, 2015 City Council Meeting 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 To promote social and economic equality in the community, working with Local Government and other 
resources 

 To appreciate the cultural and ethnic diversity of the citizens of Washington and Beaufort County 

 To encourage citizens to live and work together in harmony and mutual respect 
 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:   

Mr. Larry McDaniel, Mother of Mercy Catholic Church: 

Mr. McDaniel briefed the Board on the history of Mother of Mercy Catholic Church referencing 

the book he had prepared over the course of his year study.  Also, he reviewed the event that Mother of 

Mercy Church will be sponsoring on Sunday, March 22, 2015 from 3-5 pm ~ celebrating 186 years.  

 

 

Table of Contents provided in book: 

 Timeline   1807-2010 

 Interviews  

 175
th

 Anniversary  

 Donnelly History, 11-25-81 

 Father Moeslein –  

 “Memories of Mother of Mercy,” 1942  
 Washington Daily News 

 Ordinances 

 Military Records 

 Ancillary Documents 

 Notes/Definitions 

 Graves Registration 

 Historic District Nomination Form 

 St. Martin De Porres 

 The De Porres, 1955 

 Photographs 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Discussion – Ed Peed Commemoration Service: Chairman Hughes suggested the event was 

successful and thanked Councilman Pitt for the representation of five (5) Fire Departments not inclusive 

of the Washington Police & Fire Services.  Also, Chairman Hughes thanked Councilman Pitt for 

acquiring such a great speaker.  Appreciation was offered to Board members that were able to 

participate as well.  He voiced the Human Relations Council had been fortunate in receiving 

contributions toward this event especially from Zaxbys’s, Acre Station, and cash donations from Board 

members. 

  

Board member O’Pharrow acknowledged former Board member Alice Moore for spearheading 

this event.  Her endeavors brought recognition to Mr. Peed and she began working with Washington Fire 

Department to organize an event in honor of Mr. Peed. 

 

Update – Spring Symposium – Board member Recko: Board member Recko provided the 

following updates regarding the Spring Symposium: 

 

 Beaufort County Coalition met at Eagle’s Wings on January 27
th

 at noon  

 Potential dates discussed during the Coalition meeting were June 18
th

 or 25
th

 

 The venue will be Beaufort County Community College ~ Building 10 

 Length of meeting 4 – 6 hours 

 Next scheduled meeting Wednesday, March 27 and a date for the Spring Symposium should be 

finalized at that meeting  
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 Schedule a strategic planning meeting on Wednesday, April 1 following the Wednesday, March 

27 meeting 

 

Spring Symposium Overview: 

 Board of Realtors 

 Overall Housing Market in Beaufort County 

 Banking Overview 

 Fair Housing Component (possibly) 

 Affordable Housing (low-moderate income families) 

 Homeless Veterans Housing in Beaufort County 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
Discussion – Application received from Stephanie Jones Wilson: Chairman Hughes reviewed 

the application. 

 

By motion of Board member Howard, seconded by Vice-chair St. Clair, the Board recommended 

Ms. Stephanie Jones Wilson be appointed to the Human Relations Council.  Staff was directed to submit 

Ms. Wilson’s name to City Council with a recommendation for appointment at the March 23, 2015 

Council meeting. 

 

Discussion – Resignation emailed received from Board member Keisha Jennette: Chairman 

Hughes reviewed and Board members expressed their regrets over losing Ms. Jennette as a member of 

the HRC. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

FYI – All FYI items and reminders were discussed inclusive of the January 11, and February 21, 

2015 report & summation submitted to City Council, and the financial report ~ detailing cost incurred 

for the Ed Peed’s Commemoration event.  Chairman Hughes encouraged Board members to seek 

applicants for the members whose terms expire June 30, 2015 on the Human Relations Council. 

 

APPOINTMENTS: NONE 

  

OLD BUSINESS:   

APPROVE – CONTRACT WITH DAVEY TREE EXPERT SERVICE FOR THE REMAINING 

PORTION OF THE FY 2014-15 AND A CONTRACT FOR FY 2015-16 

 Brian Alligood explained in October of 2014 due to safety, performance and personnel 

management concerns the City replaced Asplundh Tree Expert Company with Davey Tree Expert 

Company for right-of-way maintenance on the City’s electric system.   

 

 Staff recommends that we continue our right-of-way maintenance service with Davey Tree 

Expert Company.  This recommendation is based on the current experience on the City’s electric System 

with Davey Tree Expert Service, our past poor experience with Asplundh, and that Carolina Tree cannot 

supply the 65 foot aerial device that is needed to reach our right-of-way overhangs.  Mr. Alligood stated 

that the purchase order for the work in fiscal year 2015-16 will be presented to City Council for approval 

at the beginning of new fiscal year.  

 

 Councilman Mercer suggested that the contract for FY15-16 should be delayed until Council 

holds their budget workshops. 

 
 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council approved a 

contract with Davey Tree Expert Service for the remaining portion of the FY 2014-15 in the amount of 

$65,000.    
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APPROVE – RACHEL J. MIDGETTE DEED RELEASE 

 Mr. Alligood explained that on August 27, 2014, the City Council conveyed, through an upset 

bid process, the property commonly referred to as “Old City Hall’ to Rachel J. Midgette.  The special 

warranty deed conveying the property and recorded in Deed Book 1852, Page 888 of the Beaufort 

County Registry contains certain deed restrictions as agreed upon by the parties.  Upon completing of 

the rehabilitation of the property and the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy, the deed required the 

parties to terminate certain agreed upon restrictions as outlined in the deed.   Mr. Alligood stated the 

rehabilitation of the property has been completed and a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council approved the 

“Agreement to Extinguish and Terminate Deed Restriction” regarding the property, commonly referred 

to as “Old City Hall”, conveyed to Rachel J. Midgette through an upset bid process on August 27, 2014. 
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APPROVE/AUTHORIZE – THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A GUARANTY AGREEMENT 

WITH WASHINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY AND THE RELEASE FROM DEED OF 

TRUST FOR LOTS 30, 31, 63, AND 82 IN THE NORTHGATE SUBDIVISION 

 Mr. Alligood explained that the Legally Binding Commitment and Promissory note for the 

CDBG 09-C-2050 affordable housing grant is with Washington Housing Inc. and a Guaranty Agreement 

with Washington Housing Authority solidifies the City’s position should a claw back condition arise as 

the grant is set to expire September 30, 2015.   Four homes remain in the satisfaction of the grant 

commitment with closing anticipated on one of these homes within the next 30 days.  The deed releases 

will be tendered by the City attorney to WHI upon staffs receipt of LMI qualification and $6,000/lot 

deposit in the City’s attorney’s trust account.   

 

 Mr. Alligood explained that the documents will not be fully executed and released until the 

necessary documentation has been provided to Matt Rauschenbach and Franz Holscher.  

 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved and 

authorized the Mayor to execute a Guaranty Agreement with the Washington Housing Authority and the 

Release from Deed of Trust for Lots 30, 31, 63, and 82 in the Northgate Subdivision in support of the 

Washington Housing Inc. CDBG grant. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson requested representation from the Housing Authority when there is 

another request like this. 
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ADOPT – RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO CONVEY SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 

GENERALLY OFF OF HUDNELL STREET 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood explained during the regular scheduled meeting of the City 

Council, which was held on March 23, 2015, a resolution was adopted to begin the upset bid process to 

dispose of surplus real property located generally off of Hornell Street, Washington, NC. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council adopted an 

ordinance to amend the City Code, including but not limited to Chapter 2, Administration, Article XXII, 

Warren Field Airport and Chapter 40, Article IX, Airport Zoning. 

 

RESOLUTION STATING THE INTENT OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON TO CONVEY 

SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY LOCATED GENERALLY OFF OF HUDNELL STREET 

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has declared the real property located generally off of Hudnell 

Street to be surplus to the needs of the City and more particularly described as follows: 

 

 IT BEING all of that lot or parcel bounded on the West by Queen Street, on the East by 

Hudnell Street (SR 1552) and on the South by the property now or formerly owned by the 

Washington Housing Authority as shown on the plat entitled “A Survey of Property 

Standing in the Name of William R. & Kathy P. Waters” prepared by Hugh A. Sorrell 

Land Surveying dated July 30, 2012 and recorded in Plat Cabinet H, Slide 90-5 of the 

Beaufort County Registry.  Reference is herein made to said plat for a more complete and 

accurate description. 

 

WHEREAS,  the upset bid procedure for selling real property, as outlined and set forth in North 

Carolina General Statute § 160A-269, has been followed. 

 

WHEREAS, the required notices for the upset bid process were advertised in the Washington Daily 

News.  The notices described the property, set out the amount and terms of the original 

offer as well as any subsequent offers, and specified the requirements for submission of a 

qualifying upset bid and any subsequent qualifying upset bids. 
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WHEREAS,  the upset bid process having concluded, the final, highest qualifying bid (offer) is now 

being reported to City Council for their consideration. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  The final, highest qualifying bid (offer) in the amount of 

$2,000.00 is accepted by the City of Washington and the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all the 

legal documents necessary to convey the property generally located off of Hudnell Street and more 

particularly described above to R & G Enterprises, LLC. 

 

Adopted this the 13
th

 day of April, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

APPROVE – REQUEST FOR ALCOHOL AT FESTIVAL PARKS: EVENTS ARE PICKIN’ ON 

THE PAMLICO AND GIT’ DOWN DOWNTOWN) 

 Beth Byrd presented the following request to Council.  

April 13, 2015 

Dear Honorable Mayor and City Council, 

I come before you tonight to request that you allow beer and wine to be sold at two events the 

Washington Harbor District Alliance will be hosting in Festival Park. These events are Pickin' on the 

Pamlico on Saturday, August 15th and Git' Down Downtown on September 12th. Each event will be 

held in the evening hours. WHDA produces over 19 events throughout the year. Most of these events 

serve only to bring people downtown to promote Washington and are operated at a net loss to WHDA. 

Pickin' on the Pamlico and Git' Down Downtown are produced as fundraisers to support all the projects 

WHOA works on throughout the year. This is an important avenue that WHOA uses to supplement its 

budget. Pickin' on the Pamlico and Git' Down Downtown are both ticketed events. Through marketing, 

the public is fully aware that beer and wine will be served at these events. Actually a lot of people 

participant because they are able to enjoy a cold one while eating and listening to the music 

entertainment provided. At Pickin' on the Pamlico an all you can eat crab and shrimp feast will be 

served as part of the ticket price. At Git' Down Downtown numerous food trucks and local restaurants 

will be serving a variety of food. Of course, WHDA will comply with all regulations put forth by the 

ABC commission and the City as far as police presence. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved the 

request for alcohol at Festival Park for Pickin’ on the Pamlico and  Git’ Down Downtown.  Motion 

carried 3-2 with Mayor Pro tem Roberson and Councilman Mercer opposing. 

 

PRESENTATION – CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED FY 2015-2016 BUDGET 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood presented the recommended FY2015-2016 Budget and reviewed 

the budget message with Council.  
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ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER:  NONE 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:   

DISCUSSION:  DRONES 

 Councilman Pitt continued this item to another time. 

 

UPDATES AND INFORMATION 

 Mayor Hodges recognized Dr. Jim Taylor, President of KAMPN Inc. (Kids with Autism Making 

Progress in Nature).  Dr. Taylor is in the area as part of the Beech to Beach bike tour raising awareness 

of autism.  

 

 Mayor Hodges noted that the documentary on Dominque Wilkins will air on ESPN1 at 8:00pm 

on Friday, April 17
th

.  
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CLOSED SESSION: UNDER NCGS § 143-318.11(A)(1) DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORMATION UNDER 143-318.10(E) PUBLIC RECORDS ACT AS WELL AS 159B-38 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF CONTRACT DISCUSSIONS; (A)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT 

PRIVILEGE; AND (A)(5) LAND ACQUISITION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

   By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to enter into 

closed session at 8:11pm under NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(1) Disclosure of Confidential Information under 

143-318.10(e) Public Records Act as well as 159B-38 Confidentiality of Contract Discussions; (a)(3) 

Attorney/Client Privilege; and (a)(5) Land Acquisition for Economic Development 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to 

come out of closed session at 8:45pm.   

 

ADJOURN: 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council adjourned the 

meeting at 8:50pm until Monday, April 27, 2015 at 6:00 pm, in the Council Chambers (note change in 

regular meeting time). 

 

           

          ________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk  
              

      

 

 


